

WAS 


Men fhould fet fiiarcs in their warrens to catch poleats and 
foxes. Dry (Ierf s Spanijh Fryar. 

Wa'rreneR. n.f. [from warren,] The keeper of a warren. 
Wa'rriour. n.f. [from war, ] A foldier; a militaiy 

man. 

I came from Corinth, 

Brought to this town by that moft famous warrior , 

Duke Menaphon. Shakefp. Comedy of Eirours. 

Fierce fiery warriors fight upon the clouds. 

In ranks and fquadrons and right form of war, ^ 

\Vhich drizzled blood upon the Capitol. Shakefp, ful.Ctsf 
I fing the warriour and his mighty deeds. Lauderdale. 

The warriour horfes ty’d in order fed. Dryderfs Mn. 

The mute walls relate the warflourfs fame, 

And Trojan chiefs the Tyrians pity claim. Dryderfs Mn. 

Camilla led her troops, a warriour dame; 

Unbred to fpinning, in the loom unfkill’d. 

She chofe the nobler Pallas of the field. Dryderfs Mn. 

WART, n.f [pcajvc, Saxon; werte, Dutch.] A corneous 
excrefcence ; a fmall protuberance on the flefh. 

If thou prate of mountains, let them throw 
Millions of acres on us, ’till our ground. 

Singeing his pate againft the burning fun, 

Make Offa like a wart. Shak. Hamlet. 

In old ftatues of ftone, which have been put in cellars, the 
feet of them being bound with leaden bands, there it appeared 
the lead did fwell, infomuch as it hanged upon the ftone like 
W aits. Bacon’s Natural Hifiory. 

Like vile ftones lying in faffron’d tin. 

Or zuarts , or weals, it hangs upon her ikin. Donne. 

In painting, the warts and moles, adding a likenefs to the 
face, are not to be omitted. Dryden s Dufi efnoy. 

He is taken with thofe zuarts and moles, and hard features, 
by thofe who reprefent him on the ftage, or he is no more 
Achilles. Dryden. 

Malpighi, in his treatife of galls, under which he compre¬ 
hends ail preternatural and morbofe tumours of plants, doth 
demonftrate that all fuch zuarts, tumours and excrefcences, 
where any infers are found, are excited or raifed up by fome 
venenofe liquors, which with their eggs fuch infedts fhcd ; or 
boring with their terebrze, inft.il into the very pulp of l'uch 
b uc i s> Ray on the Creation. 

Wa'rtwort. n.f. [zuart and wort.~\ Spurge. 

Wa'rty. adj. [from wartd] Grown over with warts. 
Wa'rworn. adj. [war and worn. ] Worn with war. 

Their gefture fad, 

Inveft in lank lean cheeks and warworn coats, 

Prefented them unto the gazing moon 
So many horrid ghofts. ‘ Shakef Henry V. 

Wa'ry. adj. [pceji, Saxon.] Cautious; fcrupulous; timo- 
roufly prudent. 

He is above, and we upon earth ; and therefore it bchoveth 
cur words to be wary and few. Hooker. 

Leontius, their bifhop, although an enemy to the better 
part, yet wary and fubtle, as all the heads of the Arrians fac¬ 
tion were, could at no time be plainly heard to ufe either 
term. Hooktr. 

Good caufe he had to haften thence away; 

For on a day his wary dwarf had fpy d, 

Where in a dungeon deep huge numbers lay. 

Of captive wretched thrals that wailed night and day. F.gK 
Each thing feigned ought more wary be. Hubb. Male. 
Each warns a warier carriage in the thing, 

Left blind preemption work their ruining. Daniel 

Others grow zuary in their praifes of one, who fets too 
great a value on them, left they fhould raife him too high in 
his own imagination. Addifon s Spectator. 

Was. The preterite of To Be. 

Enoch walked with God, and was not; for God took 

him. Gen ‘ v * 2 4 ‘ 

To WASH. v. a. [paycan, Saxon; waffehen , Dutch.] 

j. To cleanfe by ablution. 

How fain, like Pilate, would I wafh my hands 
Of this moft grievous guilty murther done ! Shakef a. III. 

Look, how fhe rubs her hands. 

_It is an accuftom’d adion with her to feem thus wafhtng 

her hands. _ Shakefp._ Macbeth. 


Wajh me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanfe me 

from my fin. _ P f\} u 2 * 

Thou didft wafh thyfelf. Ez. xxni. 40. 

Shall he that gives fire to the train pretend to wafi) his 

hands of the hurt that is done by the playing of the mine ? 

If Ejl range s Fables. 

2. To moiften. 

3. To affedt by ablution. 

Be baptized, and wajh away thy fins. Acts xxu. 10. 

Sins of irreligion muft ftill be lo accounted for as to cia\e 
pardon, and be zvajhed off by repentance. Taylor. 

Recoiled! the things you have heard, that they may not be 
walked all away from the mind by a torrent of other engage¬ 
ments : Waits s Improvement of the Mind, 


WAS 

4, To colour by wafhing. 

To wafh over a coaife or infignificant meaning, is to coun« 
terfeit nature’s coin. Collier of the Afptfi, 

To Wash. v. n. 

1. To perform the adt of ablution. 

I will go waf ); 

And when my face is fair, you {hall perceive 
Whether I blufh or no. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

Wafh and be clean. 2 Kings v. 13, 

Are not the rivers of Damafcus better than all the waters 
of Ifrael ? May I not waf) in them ? 2 Rings v. 12. 

Let each becalm his troubled breaft, 

Waf) and partake ferene the friendly feaft. Pope’s Odyjfey . 

2. To cleanfe cloaths. 

She can wafh and fcour. 

—A fpecial virtue; for then (lie need not be wajhed and 
fcoured. S.bak. Two Gentlemen of Verona. 

Wash. n.f. [from the verb.] 

I. Alluvion; any thing collected by water. 

The waf) of paftures, fields, commons, and roads, where 
rain-water hath a long time fettled, is of great advantage to 
all land. Mortimer’s Hufbandry. 

A bog; a marfh ; a fen ; a quagmire. 

Full thirty times hath Phoebus car gone round 
Neptune’s fait waf.b, and Tell us* orb’d ground; Shakefeare . 

The heft part of my power 
Were in the wafies all unwarily 

Devoured by the unexpected flood. Shakefp. King John. 

4. A medical or colmetick lotion. 

Try whether children may not have fome wajh to make 
their teeth better and ftronger. Bacon’s Natural Hifiory. 

They paint and patch their imperfections 
Of intelleCiual compleCtions, 

And daub their tempers o'er with wajhes , 

As artificial as their faces. Hudibras. 

He tried all manner of zuajhes to bring him to a better com¬ 
plexion ; but there was no good to be done. L’Ef range. 

•None are welcome to fuch, but thofe who fpeak paint and 
zuajh ; for that ib the thing they love j and no wonder, fince it 
is the thing they need. South’s S<rmons. 

To ftcal from rainbows, ere they drop in fhow’rs, 

A brighter waf). Pope’s Rape oj the Led. 

Here gallypots and vials plac’d. 

Some fill’d with zuajhes , fome with pafte. Swift, 

5. A fupcrficial ftain or colour. 

Imagination ftamps fignification upon his face, and tells the 
people he is to go for fo much, who oftentimes, being deceived 
by the zuajh, never- examine the metal, but take him upon con¬ 
tent. Collier. 

6. The feed of hogs gathered fromwafhed difiies. 

The wretched, bloody, and ufurping boar, 

That fpoil’d your fummer-fields and fruitful vines, 

Swills your warm blood like wajh , and makes his trough 
In your embowell’d bofoms. Shakefp. Richard EL. 

7. The aCt of wafhing the cloaths of a family ; the linen warned 
at once. 

Wa'shbai.l. n.f [zvafi) and ball.] Ball made of foap. 

I afked a poor man how he did ; he faid he was like a wop- 
ball, alwavs in decay. ^wifi. 

Wa'sher. 'n. f [from wajh.'] One that wafhes. . 

Quickly is his laundrefs, his wafer, and his wringer, oka . 

Wa'shy. adj. [from wajb.j 

1. Watry; damp. 

On the wajhy ouze deep channels wore, 

Eafy, ere God had bid the ground be dry. 

2. Weak; not folid. 

A polifh of clearnefs, evenly and fmoothly fpread, no 
thin and wajhy, but of a pretty folid confidence. \ 

WASP, n.f [pearp, Saxon; vefpa, Latin; guefpe, brenen.j 
brifk flinging inledt, in form refemblinga bee. 

More zuajps, that buz about his nofe, ... 

Will make this fling the fooner. Shakejpeare s Henry 

Encount’ring with a wafp, -n ration. 

He in his arms the fly doth clafp. _ . r J 

Why, what a wajp- tongu’d and impatient 
Art thou, to break into this woman’s mood, tt- jy 

Tying thine ear to no tongue but thine own. hha 
Wa'spish. adj. [EomwafpJ Peevifh; malignant; 
irafcible. 

I’ll ufe you for my laughter, grfr. 

W T hen you are wafpifi). Shakefp. J u 

Come, you wafp, you are too angry. cJumre. 

_If I be wafpijh, beft beware my ftmg. * ha J? 

By the item brow and zuafpijh aCtion, . 

Which Ihe did ufe as file was writing of it, ^ ^ 

It bears an angry tenour. * ' J er t he 

The taylor’s wife was only a good hearty {hr > haye f, er 
impotency of an unruly wafpifi humour : fhe w ^gji ran gi. 

Upon this grofs mi flake the poor wafpifi crwwe^ru . 
for many leaves, Much 





W A S 

Much do I fuffer, much, to keep in peace 
This jealous, wajpijh , wrong-head, rhiming race. Pope. 
Wa'spishly. adv. [from wafpifi ».] Peeviflily. _ > f 
Wa'spishness. n.f [from zoajp/fi.] Peevifhnefs; irritability. 
Wa'ssail. n.f [from pxp peel, your health, Saxon.] 
j A liquour made of apples, fugar, and ale, anciently much 
' u fed by Englifh goodfellovvs. 

2 . A drunken bout. 

The king doth wake to-night, and takes his route, 

Keeps waffail, and the fwagg’ring upfpring reels. Shakefp. 
Wa'ssailer. n.f. [from waffail] A toper; a drunkard. 

I’m loth to meet the rudenefs, and Twill'd infolence 
Of fuch late waffailers. Milton. 

Wast. 'Fhe fecond perfon of was, from To be. 

Xo WASTE, v. a. [apeytan, Saxon; wotjten , Dutch ; guaftare , 
Italian ; vajlare, Latin.] 

1. Todiminifh. 

The fire that mounts the liquor ’till’t run o’er. 

Seeming t’ augment it, zuajles it. Shakefp. H. VIII. 

Firft vegetive, then feels, and reafons laft; 

Rich of three fouls, and lives all three t o zvajle. Dryden. 
Could fighs furnifh new breath, or draw life and fpirits from 
the wajling of your’s, your friends would encourage your 
paffion. _ Temple. 

2. To deftroy wantonly and luxurioufly ; to fquander. 

The people’s praying after the minilter, they fay, wajleth 
time. ‘ _ Hooker. 

There muft be providence ufed, that our fhip-timber be not 
wafied. Bacon. 

No ways and means their cabinet employ. 

But their dark hours they wajle in barren joy. Garth. 

3. To deftroy; todefolate. 

Pie only their provifions wafies and burns. Da?iiel 

Peace to corrupt, no lefs than war to wajle. Milton. 
The Tyber 

Infults our walls, and wafies our fruitful grounds Dryden. 

Now wajling years my former ftrength confound, 

And added woes have bow’d me to the ground ; 

Yet by the ftubble you may guefs the grain. 

And mark the ruins of no vulgar man. Broome. 

4. To wear out. 

Here condemn’d 

To wafe eternal days in woe and pain. Milton. 

5. To fpend ; to confume. 

O were I able 

To wajle it all myfelf, and leave you none. Milton* 

ToWaste. «. Todwindle; to be in a ftate of confumption. 
Man dieth and wajleth away. Job xiv. 10. 

Their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; wajling and de- 
ftruftion are in their paths. If. lix. 7. 

The latter watch of zuafling night. 

And fetting ftars to kindly fleep invite. Dryden. 

Waste, adj. [from the verb.] 

1. Deftroyed; ruined. 

Sophi leaves all wafie in his retreat. Milton. 

The multiplication and obftinacy of difputes, -which have fo 
laid wafie the intelle6twal world, is owing to nothing more 
than to the ill ufe of words. Locke. 

When thus the gather’d ftorms of wretched love. 

In my fwoln bofom, with long war had ftrove, 

Laid all the civil bonds of manhood wafie , 

And fcatter’d ruin as the torrent paft. Prior. 

2. Defolate; uncultivated. 

There be very wafie countries and wilderneffes; but we 
find not mention whether any do inhabit there. Abbot. 

He found him in a defert land, and in the wafie howling 
wildernefs. Deut. xxxii. 10. 

3. Superfluous; exuberant; loft for want of occupiers. 

Quite furcharg’d with her own weight, 

And ftrangl’d with her wafie fertility. Milton. 

4. Worthlefs; that of which none but vile ufes can be made. 

5* "1 hat of which no account is taken, or value found. 

It maybe publiflied as well as printed, that fo much (kill 
v in Hebrew derivations may not lie for wajle paper. Dryden. 
Waste, n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. Wanton or luxurious deftrudtion; the a£l of fquandering; 
confumption; lofs. 

Reafons induce us to think it a good work, which they, in 
their care for well bellowing of time, account wafie. Hooker. 

Thin air is better pierced, but thick air preferveth the found 
better from Wafie. Bacon’s Natural Hifiory . 

Freedom who loves, muft firft be wife and good ; 

But from that mark how far they rove we fee, 

-tor all this wajle of wealth, and lofs of blood. Milton. 
It was providently defigned to repair the wajle daily made 
by the frequent attrition in maftication. Ray on the Creation. 

So foolifh and lavilh are we, that too often we ufe fome 
words in mere wajle, and have no ideas for them. Watts. 

2. Ufelefs expence. 

But youth, the perilhing good, runs .on too faft. 

And unenjoy’d it fpends itfelf to wafie; 

Few know the ufe of life before ’tis pall. Dryden. 
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Dryderfs Mn. 


WAT 

Secure the workings of your foul from running to zuafie, 
even your loofer moments will turn to happy account. Watts, 

q. Defolate or uncultivated ground. 

Land that is left wholly to nature, that hath no improve¬ 
ment of pafturage, tillage, or planting, is called wafie'. Locrc. 
Lifted aloft he ’gan to mount up higher. 

And, like frefh eagle, made his hardy flight _ 

Thro’ all that great wide wafie, yet wanting light. Spenfer. 

4. Ground, place, or fpace unoccupied. 

Thefe gentlemen, on their watch. 

In the dead wajle and middle of the night; ^ 

Had been thus encountred. Shakefp. Hamlet . 

Forty days Elijah, without food. 

Wander’d this barren wafie. Milton's Paradifie Regain’d. 

Lords of the world’s great zvajle, the ocean, we 
Whole forefts fend to reign upon the fea. Wallery 

From that dire deluge, through the wat’ry wafie. 

Such length of years, fuch various perils paft. Dryden. 

Thee I purfue, oh great ill-fated youth! 

Through the difmal wajle of gloomy death. 

See the man who fpacious regions gave., 

A wafie for beafts, himfelf deny’d a grave. 

5. Region ruined and deferted. 

All the leafy nation finks at laft. 

And Vulcan rides in triumph o’er the wafie. 

6. Mifchief; deftrudtion. 

The fpirit of wantonnefs is fure fcarce out of him : if the. 
devil have him not in fee-fimple, he will never, I think, in 
the way of wafie, attempt us again. Shakef. 

Wasteful, adj. [wafie and^ full .] 

1. Deftrudtive; ruinous. 

The folly of man 

Let in thefe wafleful furies. Miltbrfs Paradifi Lofi. 

2. Wantonly or diflblutely confumptive. 

To fmooth the ice, or add another hue 
Unto the rainbow, or with taper light 
To feck the beauteous eye of heav’n to garnifh, 

Is wafleful and ridiculous excefs. Shakefp. K. Johns. 

In fuch cafes' they fet them off more with wit and activity, 
than with coflly and wafleful expences. Bacon . 

3. Lavifh ; prodigal; luxuriantly liberal. 

How has kind heav’n adorn’d the happy land, 

And fcatter’d bleffings with a wafleful hand ! Addifon. 

4. Defolate; uncultivated; unoccupied. 

In wildernefs and wafleful defarts ftray’d, 

To feck her knight. Fairy Queen. 

Outrageous as a fea, dark, zuajleful , wild. Milton . 

Wa'stefully. adv. [from wafiefulrfy With vain and diffo- 
lute confumption. 

Never any man would think our labour mif-fpent, or the 
time zuaflcfully confirmed. Hooker . 

To her new-made favourite, Morat, 

Her lavifli hand is wafiefully profufe. Dryderfs Aurengz. 
Wa'stefulness. n.f [from waficful.L Prodigality. 
Wa'steness. n.f. [from wafied] Deflation ; foutude. 

She, of nought afraid. 

Through woods and wafienefis wide him daily fought. Spenfl 
That day is a day of wrath, a day of wafienefis. Zcpb. i. 15. 
Wa'ster. n J. [from Wafie .] One that confumes diflblutely 
and extravagantly ; a fquanderer; vain confumer. 

Divers Roman knights. 

The profufe wafers of their patrimonies, 

So threatned with their debts, as they will now 
Run any defperate fortune. Ben. Johnfon’s Catiline. 

Plenty, in their own. keeping, makes them wanton and 
carelefs, and teaches them to be fquanderers and wafers. Locke. 

Upon cards and dice never learn any play; and fo be incapa¬ 
citated for thofe encroaching waflers of ufeful time. Locke. 
Sconces are great wafers of candles. Swift. 

Wastrel, n.f. [from wafied\ 

Their works, both ftream and load, lie in feveral, or in 
wafirel!, that is, in inclofed grounds, or in commons. Carew-. 
WATCH, n.f, [pascce, Saxon.] 

1. Forbearance of fleep. 

2. Attendance without fleep. 

All thfe long night their mournful zuatch they keep, 

And all the day ftand round the tomb and weep. Addifon. 

3. Attention ; clofe obferVation. 

In my fchool-days, when I had loft one fhaft, 

I fhot his fellow, of the felf-fame flight, 

The felf-fame way; with more advifed watch , 

To find the other forth; by vent’ring both, 

I oft found both. Shakefp. Merchant of Venice i 

4. Guard ; vigilant keep. 

Still, when fhe flept, he kept both watch and ward. F. 

Hie thee to thy charge ; 

Ufe careful watch, chufe trufty centinels. Shakefp. R. IIL 
Love can find entrance not only into an open heart, butalfo 
into a heart well fortified, if watch be not well kept. Bacon . 

5. Watchman; men fet to guard. It is ufed in a colledlive fenfe. 

Before her gate, high God did fweat ordain, 

And wakeful watches ever to abide. Fci>y fjhieen. 
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